
Prepare. Provide. Protect.

Your Pet Evacuation Guide
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Pet Evacuation Checklist

Place the following items in a 

waterproof container so you’re ready 

to go if you need to evacuate.

Dogs and Cats

o Your veterinarian’s contact name 
      and phone number

o Copies of pet vaccination records

o Medications
o Leash
o Extra collar

o Food and water bowls

o Bottled water

o Toys

o Treats

o Paper towels

o Plastic baggies for picking up pet waste

o Muzzle, if necessary

o First aid kit

o Current photo of your pet

o 5-day supply of pet food and can 
      opener if you need one

o Kitty litter

o Small travel kitty litter box

Snakes

o Several pillowcases for transporting   

o Water bowl

o Heating pad

Small mammals (in small carriers)

o Bedding material

o Food

o Food bowl and water bottle

Birds (in carrier with perch inside)

o Food

o Water mister



Must Have’s

Major Do’s

Major Don’ts

Natural disasters such as hurricanes and fl oods 

are out of our control. However, planning for a 

disaster is something we can all do. Prepare, 

provide, and protect you and your pets this 

hurricane season.

Always include your pets in your evacuation 

plans and prepare for the worst case scenario. 

Not making disaster plans for your pets can 

be a matter of life and death. After Hurricane 

Katrina, less than 20% of pets and owners were 

reunited. Thousands of other animals lost their 

lives. Preparing will prevent this same thing from 

happening to you and your companions.

Don’t leave your pet behind.

Don’t rely on the city to evacuate or 
care for your pet.

Don’t leave your pet tied up outside 
to a tree or a fence— they can’t 
escape water, wind, or falling items 
or they’ll die trying to escape.

Don’t leave your pet indoors; fl oods 
from tidal surges can trap your 
animal in a house.

Don’t plan to leave your pet 
anywhere within the hurricane 
strike zone.

Don’t leave your pet at a boarding 
facility in the strike zone. There’s 
no guarantee they have an 
evacuation plan.
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Choose an evacuation destination
in advance of an evacuation order. 
Consider pet-friendly hotels, family, 
friends, and boarding facilities outside 
of the danger area. Pet friendly hotels 
can be found by visiting two websites   
www.petswelcome.com or 
www.petsallowed-hotels.com. If you 
don’t have a computer, you can also 
visit a local library or the LA/SPCA.

Call or check the website of the 
Louisiana Department of Agriculture 
& Forestry or the LA/SPCA to fi nd 
out where pet-friendly shelters may be 
located. These should be used as a last 
resort; they fi ll quickly on a fi rst-come, 
fi rst-served basis. You will be required 
to care for your pet so staying close-by 
the pet-friendly shelter is required.

Check your pet’s boarding facility’s 
evacuation plans before going on 
vacation. Many veterinarians were 
forced to leave their clients’ pets 
behind when Hurricane Katrina 
threatened New Orleans. Some 
people who boarded their pets while 
on vacation were unable to get back 
and their pets died. Make sure your 
boarding facility has a plan in advance 
in case you are unable to come home to 
retrieve your pet.

Keep a hurricane-ready pack for your 
pet so you can pick up and go without 
forgetting important items. 
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Pet Travel Carrier

Get a portable secure and covered 
pet carrier in advance (carriers 
immediately sell out when 
evacuation orders are called). The 
carrier should be large enough so 
that your pet can completely turn 
around.

Mark your name, address, and 
phone number on the carrier and 
that of an alternate contact outside 
the strike zone.

Proper Identification

Get a properly fi tted collar with 
up-to-date rabies and identifi cation 
tags. Add a phone number that will 
allow you to be reached outside the 
disaster zone. LA/SPCA is giving 
away free tags for a limited time.

Microchip your pet. A microchip 
ensures that your pet is identifi ed 
in case his/her collar/tag is lost. 
Make sure your address is up-to-date 
with the microchipping company.

Health Records & Medication

All boarding facilities and 
veterinarian offi ces require proof 
of immunization before accepting 
animals. They will not risk the 
health and safety of the animals 
on-site regardless of how much 
pleading you do.
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